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Asia and Oceania

Asia and Oceaniaincludes the world's potato giant, China, whicbcamts for more than 20 percent of both the
global potato-growing area and the world potataésit Several other Asian countries - Bangladextia) the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan and Turkey - algark in the world's top 20 potato producing coiestrThe
world's best yields are recorded in New Zealand awerage, more than 45 tonnes per hectare.

1. China

China is the world's biggest potato producer, wiitput in 2006 of 70.3

million tonnes (or more than 20 percent of the gldiarvest). It is also an

increasingly important global supplier, with potatorts totalling some 440
000 tonnes (raw equivalent) in 2005.

The tuber probably reached coastal China aboapd $tim Europe during the 17th
century and was introduced to central China by Radsaders around the same time.
Production has increased nearly fivefold since 1@éthough Chinese potato output
ranks behind that of maize and sweet potato, nare 80 percent of the maize and 40
percent of the sweet potato are used as animalNéest of the potatoes go directly to
human consumption - each year, the Chinese con30rkg per head.

The potato is important to China not only as alstéqod, but also as a sourct
income, especially for farmers in mountainous awgés poor soils. In northern China's Inner Mongaind Shanxi
provinces, sales of potato account for more thdrohaural household earnings.

2. India

The potato reached India in the late 16th and dattly centuries, most likely
aboard ships from Portugal. Today, India rankshasmorld's third largest
potato producing nation, with production in 200Gaobund 24 million tonnes.

Between 1960 and 2000, potato production increbgedmost 850 percent, partly in
response to growing demand from higher-income upmulations. Since 1990, per
capita consumption has risen from around 12 kg/tkdla year.

In India, thealoois not primarily a rural staple but a cash crag fhrovides significant
income for farmers: the value of the 2005 harneststimated at $3.6 billion and exports
totalled about 80 000 tonnes that year. Potat@tiesi suited to the country's clima

hot summers and short winters - are grown on the-Bangetic plain during the short
winter days from October to March, while some yeamd production takes place
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