VERMICAST
We recommend your vermicast is diluted 50/50 weatpand mixed with a little lime.
Why use vermicast?

This is a by-product produced when worms digest oiganic matter. Vermicast is high in
humus and microbiological activity; this will boasiil structure and enhance moisture
retention.

Where and when to use vermicast?

Use as a top dressing on container plants

Use as a seed raising mix

Use as a soil conditioner by working a thin layeoithe soil
Revitalise old potting mix by mixing in 50% vermsta

Worm Composting is a cold process therefore angtadge seeds that go through the farms
may still germinate, we recommend that you onlylfdee worms weed free organic matter,
therefore your garden is safe from outdoor weedhgetion.

Liquid Vermicast

This is easy to make and has the benefit of progithoth foliar and general feeding for your
plants. In addition to this your liquid vermicastlwot contain unwanted seeds that may
germinate in the natural vermicast form.

How to make your Liquid Vermicast

Mix one part vermicast to three parts water, theénthoroughly, leave for at least 24 hours.
Strain the liquid and use the sediment on youregarBlease ensure that you make only as
much as you need, as the fertiliser is literallyeabnd will expire if not used or kept aerated.
We recommend water dilution of one part to ten.

Warning: Always wear gloves and use in well-veigithareas - there is evidence of
potentially harmful bacteria in some potting mixtgmost products.

The idea of using worms to break down organic wsst®t new. Indeed, there are many
small worm farms for just that purpose. Nor is ithea of using it as a fertiliser foreign. What
is new, is the scale at which it is now being done.

On the 21st of April an Australian company, Vermitewill open what it believes to be the
world’s largest worm farm. They also believe thayt are the first in the world to offer this
natural, efficient, pollution-free solution to tpeoblem of the safe disposal of human waste
... In a way that is economically viable.



The Verimetch worm farm is attached to the sewageksvat Redlands in south east
Queensland. They process roughly 400 tonne of veasteek. It is fed to the worms in specal
purpose built beds, and it takes about 80 dayth®owaste to be completely converted to
vermicast. This is then harvested from the bottéthe® beds and is completely worm free.

The vermicast is being trialed on various cropsuiting cotton, grapes, apricots and apples
with some very interesting results. The researchtdals are finding that the vermicast
causes an increase in root development which nibangants are able to take up more
moisture and nutrients. Phosphorous and potasgitake is increased by 20 to 30 percent,
while nitrogen uptake is lifted by up to 50 percérte good news is that this increase in
uptake will eventually show itself in an increaseyield. Research also reveals a rise in the
level of fungi and bacteria that naturally occuhgalthy soil.

While it is early days and there are still someoswns, vermiculture certainly seems like a
cleaner, greener way to deal with the universablem of waste disposal. All that remains is
a question of balance. Balancing the benefits ag#ie cost of production. When these two
issues are near equal, famers will reap the benefit










